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FOCUSED ON FISH FOCUSED ON CLIENT

ü Has experience

ü Interested in fishing puzzle

ü Enjoys variety of insects and 
flies

ü Wants independence

ü Often rigs rod at the water 
after observation

ü Enjoys experimentation

ü Usually beginners

ü Learn to fish in 30 minutes or 
less

ü Best way to learn to fish is to 
catch fish

ü Rods are frequently pre-
rigged to save time

ü Simplify

ü Experience clients want 
guide to suggest flies and rig

ü Must bring client back alive



1. Client interview
Experience

Goals

Requirements

2. Time of year
Seasonal hatches

Water temp/level

3. Destination

4. Weather
Did it rain 

Will it rain

Sunny

Cloudy

Wind

5. Current Water Level
Recent changes

Forecasted changes

6. Trip start time

7. Water temperature

8. Colleague/Shop inquiry
Guide Gossip

Look for low inventory

9. Nymph Pre -rig

10. Water observation



ÅBeginnerClient interview

ÅLate JuneTime of year

ÅBig Thompson CanyonDestination

ÅSunny, windyWeather

Å175 cfsCurrent Water Level

Å8am; try to talk into 7amTrip start time

Å~55Water Temp

Å# 18 PMDs by 11amColleague/Shop inquiry

Å3 fly with Thingmabobber

Å4x to Gurdle , 5x Electric Caddis, 6x Pandemic, or  Soft Hackle SowbugNymph Pre -rig



ü Which flies are being taken

ü Where
Water column

Riffles, head/tail of pools, pockets

ü Surface action
Size

Emergers

ü Terrestrials

ü Stomach Pump



ü Consistently 
Productive

ü Generally Productive
Spans food groups

Spans waters

ü Easy to Present

ü Safe Wading

ü Simplifies Rig
Heavy, large flies allow 

larger tippet and less 
split -shot

ü Easy to see if it is a 
dry fly

ü Enables easier hook 
sets

ü Enables easier 
landings

ü Easy to tie
Shop may be out of 

popular fly

Guide may have òspecialó 
version

ü Durable



Patõs Rubber Legs

PandemicBHFBPT

Soft Hackle Sowbug

Poison Blue Tung Rainbow Warrior

Prince Nymph

Sparkle Wing RS2

San Juan Worm

Electric Caddis

Jujubaetis



Para Adams Ó#18

Ext Para PMD
Royal Wulff

Boulder Creek CaddisElk Hair Caddis Stimulator



ü Craven Mole Fly

ü Griffithõs Gnat
ü unless fishing wet or on lake

ü Trico

ü Any Midge Dry

ü Anything requiring 7x

ü Anything smaller than #20

ü CDC drys

ü Any dry smaller than #18
ü unless it has blinking light



ü High flotation/visibility

ü Low maintenance (foam is your friend)

ü Easy rigs

ü Easy presentation

ü Effective more often than you think
Ask Patrick when he starts fishing hoppers in BC

ü Chernobyls not just for Wyoming anymore

Royal PMXChernobyl Hi Vis BeetleCharlie Boy Hopper



ü Place

ü Cast

ü Over

ü Fish

ü Getting

ü Supper

ü Phylum

ü Class

ü Order

ü Family

ü Genus

ü Species

ü Animal

ü Insecta

ü Ephemeroptera

ü Ephemerellidae

ü Ephmerella

ü Inermis or 
Infrequens




